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PREFACE

'l'hu dilurutton begnn with a casual :troll through the old Huron
Cematery {n tho hurc of downtown Kansas City. Kansu, in Septenber,
1968, My ourlosity led me to uek more knowledge about those Indians
who once 1ived in Wyandotte County, Komu. 1 otnr:od with Grant
Foremsn's The Last ‘_‘l_'_Ee_k'g_g Q_g.lndians, a survey of the removal of
many of the Indian tribes to Oklahoma. Foumnn's work, published in
1946, remains the standn'd refcreaco for thc romoval of the small
tribes, but lpaco limitations made it hrpouiblc for him to include a
comprehensive account of the rcmoval of any one trtbc. . _

lurthet research revealed that there vere conf.ucttng accounts of
various aspects of Wyandot civilfzation. Isolated incidents did moe
present an accurotc oictur_e, and 1 believed .that only a detailed
lmlysts would give the totalb story\. In 1971, after this topic vas
lpproved for my dissertation by my doctoral committee, I examined the
' Uyandot papers of the Office of Indian Affairs. These records, to-
zether with the John G, Pratt Papers; the John M. Armstrong Papers,
and othver materials, confirmed my view that there were significant
historical differences between the Wyandots and many other emigrant
tribes. The predominance of white blood in the tribe, and the out-
standing qualities exhibited by some of its leaders, led to novei
solutions in various situations;

During both the research and writing of this study, I attempted
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constantly to rcmehbcr that the Wyandots {n the nineteenth écntury
had different values and haﬁit. than wvhite Americans, A realistic
appraisal of their ctviliz;tlon H‘lprSlibil only by naint;tnini this
attitude. X :rtcd_to retain a neutra@ lcanca’:htoughout-thil study,
but occasionally the evidence was so one-sided that =y conclusions
may seem to support the Wyandots or the United States government ,
The lbI; aﬁ&,ofteﬁ needéd:assistance of the staff of the Oklashoma
State University Library deserves my appreciation. In particular, I
.would.likc to ackhowledge’tho support of the late Mrs. Marguerite S.
Hovland, the head documentn_librariaﬁ; Mr. Josh H. Stroman, who vnsbbf
invaluable help in acqutriﬁg-much needed mntérta;; and Mrs, Heather
anAléinn Lloyd; thc rcferencc libr;rian. who was of tncs:imnbla value
in my research. .
The quthot e#tcndl appreciation to Miss Esther Rorman of the Kansas
City, Kln;ai, Public'Ltbfary for her help {n locating items 1ﬁ the |
Kansas Collection, ﬁrn. Peggy Smith of the Kansas City, Missouri,
Public Library vas helpful in locating newspapers in the Missouri
‘Valley Collection. Valuable assistance was reﬁdexed by Mr, Joseﬁh W,
Snell of the Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka,rlansas, in lo-
cating manuscrtpt§ in the Wyandot Indian Collection and the John G.
Pratt Papers; ' v -
| Many signifidant'items were located in the John M, Armstrong

Papers, thanks to the able ;;sistance of Mrs, Harie E. Keene of the
Thomas Gilcrease Ingtitute of American History and Art iﬁ Tuisa, Okla-
;omn. Mr. Jack D. Haley, Assistant Curator of the Western History
Collections, University of bklahoma Library, Norman, Oklahoma, located

- & number of manuscripts for the author. Special thanks are extended
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to Mrs, Rella Looney of the Oklahoms Hilﬁoricnl Society, Oklnhhnu
. City, Oklahoma, for her help 1in ldgnting numercus items in the Wyandot
.lndiqn Collection, |

Courtesy and coopera:tonchrcvextendod to the author by Mr,
Loonnrd K. Cotter, Chief of the Hynndo:cc Tribc of Oklahomn, who cone
.cntod to be tntcrvicwcd, nnd who related his person cxpcriencés of
over thlrtyyhnrl as a tribal official, Mrs. Cecilia Wallace, and
hct daughter, Mrs, Charloc:c Neswold, descendants of Illilh Walker,
gractoully consented to an interview and allowed the author to oxamihq
Wyandot archivc: in their possession, Spocinl'thankn are dx:cndod to
Ernest Hubor. vho drcw the map and the graph,

b ¢ vould also 1ike to thank the mcmbcrs of my graduate comnittaee
for their atd throughout my cn:trc graduatc progrnnu and for their
careful resding of this dillcr;ation: Profcllor James Stine of the
Ghogrnphf.bepartmentx Dr. H. James Hendgrson. Dre. Douglas D, Hale, Dr,
Robert Spaulding, and Dr; LhRoy R; Fischer of the History Department.,
I owe special thanks to D?. Knight, who, as head ofitht His:qry De-
partment, made it possible for me to putsqe.my graduate academic
degrees, and to Dr. Fischer, the chairman of my graduate committee,

» vwhose long, hard, and able editorship of my dissertatton is appreciated.
| 1 would also like to thank my son, Rob, and my daughter, Theresa,
for tolerating a father who was often 1rtitab1e, and who did not seem

to understand that sometimes children create noise whenbthey play, Bht )
wost of all, I want to thank my wife, Ann, who has had the fortitude to
béﬂt with a historian for these last efght years, andehose encourage=
ment, writing help, and typing skill has made this dissertation pos-

sible,
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